Primary cancer of the fallopian tube with transitional differentiation. Clinical and pathological assessment of 6 cases.
To establish prognosis, histologic appearance and p53 and c-erbB-2 expression in cancer tissue, six cases of primary transitional cancer of the fallopian tube were analyzed. Among 45 patients with the primary cancer of the fallopian tube diagnosed between 1992 and 1997, we found six cases diagnosed previously as solid (undifferentiated) cancer of the tube. p53 protein and c-erbB-2 oncoprotein expression were examined using an avidin-biothinyl-peroxydase complex method. The accumulation of p-53 protein and c-erbB-2 oncoprotein were used as prognostic marker of the transitional cancer of the tube. According to histologic picture all patients were diagnosed for primary cancer of the tube with transitional differentiation. In 4 cases strong positive and in 2 cases moderate positive reaction with antibody against p53 protein was seen for p53 protein. No positive expression of c-erbB-2 oncoprotein in membrane of cancer cells in our cases was detected. Presence p-53 protein in all our 6 cases deny the usefulness of the p53 protein as prognostic marker in primary cancer of the fallopian tube. Lack of expression of c-erbB-2 oncoprotein in membrane of cancer cells is significantly contributed to better prognosis in cases with primary cancer of the tube with transitional differentiation.